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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS


MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA


COURTHOUSE ANNEX


MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2007


9:00 A.M.

The Board of County Commissioners of Madison County, Florida met this day in Regular Session with the following members present: Ricky Henderson (District 1), Wayne Vickers (District 2), Ronnie Moore (District 3), Alfred Martin (District 4) and Roy Ellis (District 5).  Also present were County Coordinator Allen Cherry, County Attorney George T. Reeves, and County Clerk Tim Sanders.

The Chairman, Honorable Roy Ellis, called the meeting to order and Veterans Service Officer Oliver Bradley opened with prayer and pledge to the flag.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Moore, seconded by Commissioner Martin, the Board voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the agenda as amended: at the request of Mr. Cherry add to New Business item No. 10. Approval of Emergency Management grant application; add to Public Works item No. 2. Approval of agreement to lease property for temporary collection site; at the request of Commissioner Henderson add to Public Works item No. 3.  Discussion on closure and re-location of green boxes on State Road 53; at the request of Commissioner Moore add to New Business item No. 11. Sale of timber on county owned property and add to Public Works item No. 4. Approval of improvements to Odena Trail.  

The minutes of the Regular Meeting held on February 7, 2007 were presented for review.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Commissioner Vickers, the Board voted unanimously to approve said minutes as presented.

Under “Petitions from the Public” Mr. Barry Parsons gave an update on the issue of increased rail traffic in the county associated with the proposed coal-fired power plant in Taylor County.  He reported the Public Service Commission did not approve the coal plant application due to questions and concerns on non-jurisdictional items, i.e. railroad traffic.  He also stated the Baker County Commission agreed to ask their County Manager and County Attorney to file a formal objection to the Comprehensive Plan amendment process in Taylor County.  Mr. Parsons asked the Board to consider a similar stance.  The Board by consensus asked Mr. Reeves to contact the Baker County Attorney and provide information to the Board at the next Regular Meeting.

Mrs. Essie Norton presented the Board with an informational pamphlet about her and her husband’s new business in Greenville called the GREENVILLE MADISON MULTI PURPOSE CENTER, LLC and invited them to the Ribbon Cutting on Friday and Grand Opening on Saturday.  She stated the biggest goal of the new business is to help kids and possibly partner with the county for tutorial and after school programs.

At 9:00 A.M. the Chairman directed the Board’s attention to the first of two Public Hearings to consider AN ORDINANCE OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE MADISON COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, AS AMENDED; PURSUANT TO AN APPLICATION, LDC 07-1, BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; PROVIDING FOR AMENDING SECTION 4.4H.2, ENTITLED LAND USE DISTRICT REGULATIONS-HIGHWAY INTERCHANGE, ALLOWABLE USES, BY DELETING SPECIAL EXCEPTION USES EXCEEDING 50,000 SQUARE FEET IMPERVIOUS LAND COVERAGE AND USES WITH A TOTAL LAND AREA OF FIVE OR MORE ACRES; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  County Planner Jeanne Bass explained the amendments to the Land Development Code found in the ordinance.  The Clerk read the ordinance heading for the record.  Chairman Ellis opened the hearing to the public for public comment.  Hearing none, the Chairman closed the hearing.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Moore, seconded by Commissioner Henderson, the Board voted unanimously to schedule a second hearing to consider said ordinance for 9:00 AM on March 7, 2007.

Chairman Ellis directed the Board’s attention to a Public Hearing scheduled for 9:00 A.M. to consider AN ORDINANCE OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE PLAN MAP OF THE MADISON COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, AS AMENDED; RELATING TO AN AMENDMENT OF TEN ACRES OR LESS ACRES OF LAND, PURSUANT TO AN APPLICATION BY THE PROPERTY OWNERS OF SAID ACREAGE, UNDER THE AMENDMENT PROCEDURES ESTABLISHED IN SECTIONS 163.3161 THROUGH 163.3215 FLORIDA STATUTES, AS AMENDED; PROVIDING FOR CHANGING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION FROM CONSERVATION TO AGRICULTURE-2 (LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 1 DWELLING UNITS PER 10 ACRES) OF CERTAIN LANDS WITHIN THE UNINCORPORATED AREA OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  Mrs. Bass reported the property owners, Gareth and Chandra Smith, filed the application to change the land use classification for their platted subdivision lot in a Conservation classification.  A motion was made by Commissioner Henderson and seconded by Commissioner Martin to approve said ordinance.  Discussion followed on the name of said subdivision.  The Chairman postponed the vote until verification of subdivision name.

Mr. Rick Shuffield of Love’s Travel Stops asked the Board to approve a Variance Request for height restriction of a proposed hi-rise sign at their proposed business at the Interstate 10 and County Road 255 interchange.  Mr. Shuffield gave the Board a Preliminary Site Plan of proposed construction improvements and gave a brief overview of the project and a background of Love’s Travel Stops.  Mr. Shuffield stated a sign height of 132 feet was needed for adequate sight distance along the interstate.  He also added that the addition of infrastructure by the county and municipalities at the interchange was huge in choosing the Madison County site.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Commissioner Martin, the Board voted unanimously to approve the Variance Request.        

Upon a motion by Commissioner Moore, seconded by Commissioner Martin, the Board voted unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda (1. Acceptance Letter to Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) for Law Enforcement Block Grant for Sheriff’s Department;  2. Letter of Support for City of Madison’s Visit Florida Rural Community Visioning Workshop 2007;  3. Request to amend the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Contract to reflect the recently awarded contract;  4. Release of Lien for SHIP Loan for Takisha L. Wyche).

Madison County Chamber of Commerce President Paula Arnold reported the North Florida Economic Development Partnership, Inc. a Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC) recently obtained 501(c)3 corporation status.  She stated the Partnership now is seeking a contribution of 5 cents per capita from each county and Madison County’s contribution is $975.  A motion was made by Commissioner Moore and seconded by Commissioner Martin to amend the budget and approve said contribution in the amount of $975.  Motion carried 5-0.

Emergency Management Director Jim Stanley reported the Florida Division of Emergency Management has offered Madison County $825,567 to construct an Emergency Operations Center and requested the Chairman to sign a Letter of Acceptance.  A motion was made by Commissioner Moore and seconded by Commissioner Martin to approve the Chairman’s signature on said Letter of Acceptance.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Mr. Stanley also requested Board approval of a FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT EMPA COMPETITIVE GRANT APPLICATION to fund an information and education campaign entitled “Madison Prepares”.  The amount requested from the state is $30,000 with a $5,000 in-kind match contribution.  Mr. Stanley reported Bold Solutions, Inc. will build the web site and provide the match as donated services.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Martin, seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Board voted unanimously to approve said grant application.

Chairman Ellis asked that the appointment of members to the Planning and Zoning Board be re-agendaed for the next Regular Meeting.

The County Attorney advised recent legislation changed the terminology of “Occupational License Tax” to “Business Tax Receipt” and the changed terminology must be reflected in county ordinances.  The Board by consensus directed Mr. Reeves to draft an ordinance to reflect the terminology revisions.

Mr. Reeves directed the Board’s attention to the following proposed ordinance: AN ORDINANCE OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA AMENDING MADISON COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 96-80, TO INCREASE THE MINIMUM CIVIL PENALTIES FOR ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS DEALING WITH ANIMAL CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  The County Attorney advised the proposed ordinance would amend the present Animal Control ordinance to show increases in penalties of violations.  The Clerk expressed concern over civil penalties and court costs terminology found in the proposed ordinance and their relationship to Article V State Court Funding.  Commissioner Henderson also expressed concerns regarding the proposed increased fines.  The Board by consensus asked that said proposed ordinance be re-advertised and the Clerk to look into possible placement of civil penalties into State Court Funding. 

Commissioner Moore suggested the Board appraise the timber on county-owned property located south of Greenville and adjacent to DISC Village.  A motion was made by Commissioner Moore and seconded by Commissioner Martin to appraise said timber and sell it.  Mr. Reeves advised to engage in a bid process and possibly sell entire property with the timber.  Mr. Cherry reported his office is making a list of all county-owned properties for the Board to consider future use.  Commissioner Moore withdrew his motion and Commissioner Martin his second and the Board by consensus asked the County Coordinator to continue the property identification process for later review.

Public Works Director Jerry McClune presented the following bids for drainage and roadway improvements to the I-10 Connector Road (from SR 53 to CR 255):

Anderson Columbia, Inc.

$2,015,577.35

Curt’s Construction & Hauling
$2,424,518.00

The Scruggs Company

$1,768,384.10

Peavy & Son Construction

$2,078,786.00

Mr. McClune recommended the low bid by The Scruggs Company in the amount of $1,768,384.10.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Martin, seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Board voted unanimously to approve awarding the bid to The Scruggs Company, subject to field negotiations.


Commissioner Moore reported an opportunity to make roadway improvements to Odena Trail off Tram Road in conjunction with the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) project in Greenville at a cost of approximately $9,000.  A motion was made by Commissioner Moore and seconded by Commissioner Martin for the Board to approve the paving of said Odena Trail under the same contract provisions of the CDBG project.  Motion carried 5-0.  Mr. McClune agreed to fund the project from his Construction in Progress line item.


Mr. McClune also suggested and asked the Board to consider naming the new I-10 Frontage Road from SR 53 to CR 255 in honor and memory of former Clerk of Court and WWII hero Dale Leslie.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Moore, seconded by Commissioner Martin, the Board voted unanimously to amend the agenda to consider said suggestion and to approve naming the new frontage road from SR 53 to CR 255 the Dale Leslie Road, Avenue, Boulevard, (east-west designation).   

The Chairman directed the Board’s attention back to a motion to approve the request by Gareth and Chandra Smith to amend the Future Land Use Plan Map changing the future land use classification from Conservation to Agriculture-2 for Lot 6, BOUNDARY BEND SUBDIVISION. Motion carried 5-0.

Chairman Ellis introduced Director of Florida’s First Amendment Foundation Adria Harper for a presentation on Government in the Sunshine and Public Records, Ch. 119 F.S.  Ms. Harper explained the organization’s purpose and reviewed the Florida Sunshine Laws as they pertain to open meetings requirements, which include reasonable notice, minutes, and place.  She stated that the Sunshine Laws primary purpose is to provide public participation.  Ms. Harper also reviewed repercussions of meetings or conversations between board or committee members not held in the sunshine.  Ms. Harper concluded her presentation with a brief review of Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, which deals with Public Records Law.

After a noon break Chairman Ellis recognized U. S. Senator Mel Martinez’s Tallahassee office representative Kevin Doyle, who reported the deadline for submitting grant requests to his office is two weeks.

Solid Waste/Recycling Coordinator Jerome Wyche presented and reviewed a proposed RENTAL AGREEMENT OF PERSONAL PROPERTY for the temporary relocation of disposal collection containers at the northwest corner of the State Road 53 and County Road 146 intersection.  He reported requests made to move “green boxes” from the Webb property on SR 53 and the Mills property on County Road 146.  Mr. Wyche also presented a proposed news article for publication in the local newspaper and a cable television public service announcement. Commissioner Henderson expressed a concern about not being in the loop in the relocation of green boxes in his district and asked the Board to reconsider prior action by the Board in accepting $20,000 instead of a one-acre out parcel adjacent to a proposed subdivision on State Road 53.  Discussion followed on the one-acre out parcel and its use as a solid waste/recycling collection site.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Commissioner Martin, the Board voted unanimously to take said one-acre parcel of land, instead of the $20,000, with the consent of subdivision developer Gary Webb.  A motion was made by Commissioner Martin, seconded by Commissioner Moore, for the Board to approve said RENTAL AGREEMENT, subject to changing “Personal Property” to “Real Property”.  The Board also by consensus approved the news article and announcement.

Commissioner Moore reported the Aucilla Area Regional Landfill will conduct a workshop on March 19th for commissioners of the participating four county area.

The Clerk presented to the Board and County Coordinator a booklet entitled STATEMENT OF ACTUAL AND ESTIMATED REVENUE AND STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES, ENCUMBRANCES AND APPROPRIATIONS as of January, 31, 2007.

The County Attorney reported proposed orders have been submitted to Circuit Judge David Fina for the hearing on the Nestle Water vs. Madison County and School District case.  Mr. Reeves also recommended the minutes of County Commission meetings not reflect opening with prayer and pledge due to legal challenges on separation of church and state.  The Clerk responded that the minutes should reflect things that are done at a meeting.  The Board by consensus approved conducting meetings of the Board as in the past and to review the matter at a later date.

Because of recent inquiries Commissioner Moore asked the County Attorney to provide information to the Board at its next Regular Meeting on requirements to become a “wet” county.

Mr. Cherry reported the county’s new web site was reviewed at the last Department Head meeting and each department is working diligently to provide information to the Coordinator’s Office for the site.

With respect to the award of bid to The Scruggs Company for the I-10 frontage road improvements, a motion was made by Commissioner Henderson and seconded by Commissioner Moore, to allow the Chairman to sign a contract with The Scruggs Company, subject to County Attorney approval.  Motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Jerome Wyche reported the Design Review Board held its first organizational meeting and committed to work with historical groups in the county to identify historical sites in the unincorporated areas of the county.

There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 2:40 P.M.
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