Madison County, Florida


Flood Facts
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Important information for residents and property owners regarding the risk of floods in Madison County

Flooding Background:
The Suwannee River and its major tributaries are the focus of nationwide and statewide attention; a major undeveloped and free flowing riverine estuary system in Florida and of outstanding ecological, recreational, and aesthetic value.  The 100-year flood areas of the Suwannee and Withlacoochee Rivers of Madison are subject to periodic inundation which can result in loss of life, property, health, and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental services, extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief, and impairment of the tax base, all of which adversely affect the public health, safety, and general welfare.  These flood losses are caused in part by the cumulative effect of obstructions in floodplains causing increases in flood heights and velocities and by the occupancy in flood hazard areas by uses vulnerable to floods or hazardous to other properties which are inadequately elevated or otherwise not protected from flood damages.
Flooding Probability:
The probability of a flooding event occurring in Madison County is high.  One of the most prone areas to flood is located in the southeastern part of the county where the Withlacoochee and Suwannee Rivers merge together.  On many past occurrences, the river has breached its capacity and flooded out into surrounding fields and marshes.  Economically, Madison County is challenged by flooding and has seven known repetitive loss properties as identified by FEMA.  
Flood History:

1998:  Heavy rains caused the Withlacoochee and Suwannee Rivers to flood in the Southern part of Madison County. Several homes were damaged, but most of the problems were a result of roads being flooded and impassable. 

2003:  The Suwannee River flooded resulting in the displacement of two residents; Belleville Road and Oak Hill Road were underwater for several days.

2008:  Four to six inches of rain caused areal flooding throughout much of Madison County. 

2009:  Major flooding occurred in the eastern portions in late March and early April.  Two major tributaries of the Suwannee River, the Withlacoochee, and the Alapaha set new flood records.  There were a total of 78 displaced residents as a result of the flood.  Many residents with the assistance of FEMA and grant funding were able to repair the damages and those that were beyond repair were replaced.  There was one death that occurred as a result of the flood.        
Roads Mostly Affected
Pinetta:






Lee:
NE Thistle Avenue
  NE Tumeric Trail

NE Blue Ridge Landing Avenue

NE Teak Trail

  NE Rue Drive


NE Withlabluffs Way

NE Tarragon Street




SE Boundary Bend Way

NE Fir Street





NE River Park Road

NE Hickory Grove Road



NE East Peppermint Trail

NE Oak Hill Road

NE Bellville Road

NE Tansy Way



Available Flood Services:

It is important to be aware of any flood hazards in your area.  Flood maps and flood protection methods are available at the Building Department and information can also be obtained at the local libraries in the City of Madison, the City of Greenville, and the City of Lee.  If you have any questions concerning any wetlands or if your property is in the special flood hazard area (SFHA), please contact Jeanne Bass in Planning & Zoning at (850) 973-3179; flood maps can be printed upon request.  For questions concerning building in the special flood hazard area or flood proofing contact the Building Department at (850) 973-6785.  Additionally, the Public Works department is available to answer any questions you may have concerning drainage on the property and methods of preventing water retention; contact Lonnie Jenkins at (850) 973-2156.

DO YOUR PART
· ALWAYS check with the Building Department before you build on, alter, regrade, or fill on your property.  A permit may be needed to ensure that projects do not case problems with other properties.  Additionally, development permits are required for construction of property within the county; this includes any development in the floodplain.  If you suspect that illegal development is occurring call the Madison County Building Department at (850) 973-6785.
· DO NOT dump or throw anything into the ditches or streams.  Dumping in our ditches and streams is a violation of Madison County Ordinance 1996-73.
· If your property is near next to a ditch or a stream, please do your part and keep the banks clear of brush and debris or contact Public Works to report any dumping or debris in ditches or streams at (850) 973-2156.

· Become familiar with information on floodproofing, flood insurance, and flood safety.

Flood Warning & Emergency Management Division:
The Emergency Management Division of Madison County has developed a mitigation strategy in an effort to reduce potential future losses due to natural hazards including flooding.  The Emergency Management Division consists of two employees, Tom Cisco (Director) and Leigh Webb (Program Coordinator) and they work diligently to keep the citizens of Madison County aware of the weather conditions.    
Emergency Management uses various methods of communication to properly inform citizens of potential hazards.  These methods include:
Radio:  

· WMAF 1230

News:

· Eyewitness News (Channel 6)

· ABC News (Channel 27)

Amateur Radio Group:  

· Mr. Pat Lightcap
plightcap@embarqmail.com

 (850) 973-2313 

Online News:  

· Madison Voice 
 
www.madisonfloridavoice.net
· Greene Publishing
www.greenepublishing.com



· Facebook

Madison County Emergency Management 


County Law Enforcement:

· Madison County Sheriff’s Department

(850) 973-4151

Madison County Shelters

	Facility
	Address
	City
	Phone

	Pinetta Elementary
	135 NE Empress Tree Ave.
	Pinetta
	(850) 929-5028

	Greenville Elementary
	729 SW Overstreet Avenue
	Greenville
	(850) 973-5033

	Lee Elementary
	7731 East US Hwy. 90
	Lee
	(850) 973-5030

	Madison Central School
	2093 West US Hwy. 90
	Madison
	(850) 973-5192

	Madison County High
	2649 West US Hwy. 90
	Madison
	(850) 973-5061

	New Testament Christian Center
	2558 East US Hwy. 90
	Madison
	(850) 973-8547


0Flood Safety Measures:
You can protect yourself from flood hazards by taking measures to ensure the safety of life and property before, during, and after a flood occurs.  If evacuation becomes necessary be sure that you turn off all utility services at the main connection.

· DO NOT walk through flowing water:  Drowning is the number one cause of flood deaths, mostly during flash floods.  Currents can be deceptive; six inches of moving water can knock you off your feet.  If you walk in standing water, use a pole or stick to see how deep the water is.
· DO NOT drive through a flooded area:  More people drown in their cars than anywhere else.  Do not drive around road barriers; the road or bridges further down the road may be washed out.  
·  STAY AWAY FROM power lines and electrical wires:  The number two flood killer after drowning is electrocution.  Electric current can travel through water.  Report any downed power lines to the utility companies or Emergency Management.  
· LOOK OUT for animals, especially snakes:  Small animals that have been flooded out of their homes may seek shelter in yours.  Use a pole or stick to poke and turn things over and scare away small animals.
· LOOK before you step:  After a flood, the ground and floors are covered with debris including broken bottles and nails.  Floors and stairs that have been covered with mud can be very slippery.
· BE ALERT for gas leaks:  Use a flashlight to inspect for damage.  Don’t smoke or use candles, lanterns, or open flames unless you know the gas has been turned off and the area has been ventilated.
Flood Protection Methods:
· Elevation:  This method consists of raising a house on an elevated support structure to place it above future flood waters.  The exact method can include a number of possibilities that depend on local conditions such as expected flood and wind forces, building type and size, and soil bearing capacity
· Relocation:  Perhaps the only technique completely preventing future flood damage, this method involves moving a house out of a flood area to a new location where there is not at threat of flooding.  The technique for moving most any house in good structural condition is well developed. It is generally more expensive and time consuming than most elevation techniques, but it can be a very feasible method is many cases

· Levees:  A possible technique in areas of shallow and moderate flooding depths with low velocity, this method of creating a barrier of compacted soil to keep the water away from a house.  It can be one of the least expensive techniques, and it can be attractively landscaped.  Its construction, however, requires great care, and there must be continued attention and maintenance to prevent its failure.

· Floodwalls:  This method is sometimes practical for areas with low to moderate flooding depths and velocities.  As with levees, floodwalls are designed to keep the water away from a house, but are constructed of materials such as masonry blocks and reinforced concrete.  They are more expensive than levees, but if properly designed, do not require as much concern with continued inspection and maintenance.

· Closures:  Often used in conjunction with other techniques such as floodwalls and levees, closures involve techniques for protecting gaps that have been left open for day-to-day conveniences, such as walks, doors, and driveways.

· Sealants:  Sometimes referred to as dry floodproofing, this method can be used only in areas of very shallow flooding to completely seal a home against water.  Because of the tremendous pressures that water can exert against a structure protected by this method, the techniques can only be used on brick veneer or masonry construction in good structural condition, and then only when the flood levels cannot exceed two to three feet and flood velocities are negligible.  

· Utility Protection:  Often very costly damage to utilities such as heating, air conditioning, electrical, and plumbing systems occurs during floods.  Simple and relatively low-cost measures can usually prevent damage to these systems, which are essential to the habitability of a residence.
Flood Insurance:
For many people, their home and its contents represent their greatest investment.  Property losses due to flooding are not covered under most standard homeowners’ insurance policies.  You can protect your home and its contents with flood insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  

The NFIP is a federal program established in Congress in 1968 which enables property owners to buy flood insurance at reasonable rates in participating communities.  In return, participating communities carry out flood management measures designed to protect life and property from future flooding.  The NFIP is administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency through its Federal Insurance Administration.  Madison County is a participant in NFIP currently rated a class 8 earning a 10% discount on flood insurance for citizens.  
To find out more about flood insurance for your property and its contents, contact your insurance agent.  There is usually a 30-day waiting period before a flood insurance policy takes effect, so don’t wait until a storm threatens before you secure the flood insurance you need.  If you are covered, double-check that the building coverage is adequate and make sure you have contents coverage.  Remember:  even if the last flood missed you or you have done some flood-proofing, the next flood could be worse.  Flood insurance covers all surface floods.
The following chart lists the amounts of maximum coverage available to property owners within Madison County:

Building:

	Structure Type
	Coverage

	Single Family Dwelling
	$250,000

	Other Residential
	$250,000

	Non-Residential
	$500,000

	Small Business
	$500,000


Contents:

	Structure Type
	Coverage

	Residential
	$100,000

	Non-Residential
	$500,000

	Small Business
	$500,000


**These figures are provided through the NFIP; additional coverage called “excess flood” can be purchased through private carriers**

Substantial Improvement Requirements:
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) requires that if the cost of reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvements to a building equals or exceeds 50% of the building’s market value, then the building must meet the same construction requirements as a new building.  Substantially damaged buildings must be brought up to the same standards (e.g., a residence damaged so that the cost of repairs equals or exceeds 50% of the building’s value before it was damaged must be elevated above the base flood elevation).  The assessed value of the structure must be determined, either by the Madison County Property Appraiser or by a certified appraisal, and the appropriate building permits must be obtained before any improvements to the property are made or if the structure has been damaged and is being restored, before the damage or destruction  occurred.
Natural and Beneficial Functions of the Floodplain:

These benefits take many forms:
· Water Quality:  filters nutrients and impurities from runoff

· Ground Water Recharge:  reduces frequency and duration of surface flow

· Biological Resources:  supports high rate of plant growth, provides breeding and feeding grounds and enhances water fowl habitat

· Societal Resources:  provides open space and aesthetic pleasures, and in areas of scientific study, provides opportunities for environmental research
